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The Winter’s Tale
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Mark Thomson

21 September —
20 October 2007

“A sad tale’s best for winter:
| have one of sprites and goblins.”

Leontes, King of Sicily, suspects his preghant wife of infidelity with his boyhood friend
Polixenes, ruler of Bohemia. Threatened with impending assassination, Polixenes flees for
home, while the innocent Hermione is imprisoned to await charges of treason against her
husband, and her newborn child is banished.

Leaving Sicily behind, the play moves forward in time and relocates to Bohemia, a place
of love and laughter, and where a youthful prince has eyes only for a mysterious young
shepherdess. As courtship, circumstances and coincidence collide, Shakespeare’s story is
brought full circle as each of his characters finds their own destiny and resolution.

Part cosmic fable, part family drama, The Winter’s Tale is one of Shakespeare’s later
works, and an excellent example of the playwright’s maturity as a storyteller and dramatic
innovator.
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Artistic director Mark Thomson leads the creative team, which also includes award-winning designer
Robin Don (Girl with Red Hair), lighting designer Davy Cunningham (Othello) and newly appointed
associate artist Philip Pinsky (Faust Parts One and Two) as sound designer and composer.

Liam Brennan (The Merchant of Venice, Othello) returns to the Lyceum in the lead role of Leontes with a
strong supporting cast including Robin Laing (Monks, All My Sons), Peter Kelly (Monks), Alan Francis
(The Wonderful World of Dissocia), Shonagh Price (All My Sons), Colin Tarrant (The Bill), Selena Boyack
and Una Maclean.

NOTES FOR EDITORS:

Press night: Saturday 22 September at 7.45pm

Performances: 21 September — 20 October

Evenings: Tuesday — Saturday at 7.45pm

Matinees: 26 & 29 September and 3, 6, 10 & 13 October at 2.30pm

First Look Friday (preview performance) sponsored by The List: Friday 21 September at 7.45pm — all
tickets £5 — on sale now!

Pre-show talk with Lyceum Artistic Director Mark Thomson: Tuesday 25 September at 6pm — tickets £3 /
under 18s free

Post-show discussion with members of the cast: Tuesday 2 October (FREE)
Audio described performances: Thursday 4 October at 7.45pm & Saturday 6 October at 2.30pm
Touch Tour for the visually impaired: Saturday 6 October at 12.30pm

BSL signed performance: Wednesday 10 October at 7.45pm

Tickets

Evening performances (full price): £11 - £25

Matinee Performances: Wednesday all seats £13; Saturday all seats £15
Concessions: £2 off full price for all Tuesday — Thursday shows

Under 18s: Half Price any performance
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